
WAIRARAPA COLLEGE 
                   

Dear Parents / Caregivers 
 
Welcome to Wairarapa College for 2011. I hope that everyone had an enjoyable 
holiday. The weather was particularly good giving us a real ‘summer’ holiday. I 
hope that all students are well rested, recharged and ready for the busy year ahead.  
 

Over the Christmas period there were a number of staff role changes at the school. 
Mr G McEwen has been appointed as HOD Drama, Mrs C Mabey appointed to the 
role of HOD Languages and Mr D Grace is the new HOD Agriculture. The 
vacancies created by these appointments have been advertised with application 
closing on 14th February. That date is also the closing date for applications for the 
position of Deputy Principal vacated by Mr P Haworth at the end of last year.   
 
 
NZQA QUALIFICATION RESULTS 
From the initial analysis of the results from NZQA I can report the following:-  
 

 
  
 
  
  

  
  
 There was a pleasing improvement in the performance of our students at Level 
1.This endorsed the positive impact that the changes initiated in 2010 has had on 
teaching and learning.  
  
Level 2 results were similar to previous years with over 70% of our student 
achieving NCEA Level 2. Our students again performed well at Level 3 with over 
60% gaining their certificate. 50% of all Year 13 students achieved University 
Entrance – when we further look at eligible students (those doing three or more 
recognised Year 13 subjects) this figure rises to 69%. 
  
 

  
  
 
  
  
  

  
 [These figures are based on the participation-based information from the New 
Zealand Qualification Authority.] 
 

  Percentage of Students Achieving 2010 
  Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 

Boys 56.2% 66.1% 56 % 

Girls 72% 77.4 % 71.1 % 

Total 64% 71.2% 63.9 % 

     University Entrance 2010 
Year 13 % of all Yr 13 % of eligible Yr 13 

Boys 44.4% 67.9% 
Girls 54.9% 70.4% 
Total 50% 69.4% 

Upcoming Events 
• 14/15 Feb  -  Prefects 

camp Tauherenikau 
• 15 Feb  -  Jnr Athletics 

Prelims 
• 18 Feb  -  Jnr/Snr Swim-

ming Prelims 
• 20-22 Feb  -  12ODE 

Tramp 
• 22 Feb  -  Y11 Geo trip 
• 23 Feb  -  Class Photos 
• 24 Feb  -  P1-4 Athletics 

Champs  &  1.30pm  
Teachers Stop Work 
Meeting 

• 22 Feb-1Mar  -  12 ODE 
Tramp  

• 1 Mar  -  12 Geo Trip 
• 2 Mar  -  Swimming 

Champs 
• 3 Mar  -  HVHS Intercoll 

sport at home 
• 4 Mar  -  Y12 Bio Trip 
• 7 Mar  -  Tennis Champs 
    &  PTA meeting 7pm 
• 9 Mar  -  Intercol Athletic 

Champs 
• 12 Mar  -  Canoe Polo 

Regionals 
• 13 Mar  -  School Netball 

trials 
• 15 Mar  -  Y10 Industry 

Interactive Day 
• 18 Mar  -  5pm Gala & 

Balloon Festival 
• 27-30 Mar  -  Y1313 Geo 

Field Trip 
• 28 Mar  -  PTA AGM 
• 31 Mar  -  Y9/10 Parent 

Evening 4.30pm &     
Summer Sports Photos 

• 3 April  -  Canoe Polo 
Nationals 

• 4 April  -  Young Leaders 
Day & Work Experience 
Week (Y12/13 transition 
& Retail Classes) 

• 6 April  -  NBJMC Maths 
Comp & Y12 Ag trip 

• 10-13 Apr  -  Y12 PED 
trip 

• 14-15 Apr  -  NCEA   
Music Group Perform-
ances 

• 15 Apr  -  End Term 1 
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NCEA ENDORSEMENTS 

 
There has been an improvement in the proportion of students achieving a “Merit” endorsement with our     
performance being close to or above national figures. Pushing our students through to the Excellence level is a 
challenge being addressed by teachers this year.  

TIMETABLE 
Despite a student driven timetable we will never be able to cope with every student’s range of option choices.  In 
effect, this means that the timetable becomes a compromise in terms of what we would like to achieve. In some 
cases there may have been insufficient numbers to justify running a course. This is when the decision is made to 
cancel the course. This decision is never taken lightly and I apologise to those affected by such   decisions.  

  
Students have been advised not to become too “comfortable” in their current classes.  Where “pressure points” 
emerge and class sizes are too large or too small, we may need to split or collapse classes, and students timeta-
bles would be affected. Consideration must also be given to the constraints we face with allocation of staff re-
sources from the Ministry—which is roll-dependant. 
  
Timetable changes may be necessary because of significant changes to option choices made by students as a 
result of, for example, examination results, which have an adverse impact on class sizes. Changes that have 
been made have been to address the issue of class sizes in some senior subjects. These have impacted on a 
number of senior students but the outcomes will be positive in terms of the quality of teaching and learning. 
 
ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL 

In recent years there has been an increase in the number of parents / care givers who are taking their 
children out of school during term time, for holiday purposes. 
The Education Act 1989 is quite clear on the level of authority that Principals do have in such  matters  
 

  “…A Principal may exempt from attendance for short period  
(1)If satisfied that a student's absence was or will be justified, the principal of the school may 
exempt the student from attending the school for a period of no more than 5 school days…” 
 

Parents are required to apply in writing in such situations and be aware that if the student misses assessment's) 
in that time there will be no further assessment opportunities offered. The onus is on the student to catch up on 
work missed during their absence. In cases where parents take their child out of school for longer than five 
days the absence will be recorded as an unjustified absence. 
  
POLICY REVIEW 
The following policies are to be reviewed by the Board of Trustees this term.  Parents and Caregivers are     
entitled to make written submissions for consideration at the review.    Copies of the policies can be obtained 
from the school office.  

 
 

NCEA ENDORSEMENTS 2010 
  Merit % Excellence % 

Level 1 15.2 2.9 

Level 2 11.3 1.4 

Level 3 11.9 .6 

Curriculum Delivery 
Special Needs 
Family/community Partnership  
Recruitment and Appointments 
Beginning Teachers 
EEO 
PTA 
Fraud and Theft Prevention Policy 
Sensitive Expenditure Policy 

Health & Safety 
Health Care 
Reporting of Sexual, Physical and Emotional 
abuse, students at risk of self harm 
Smokefree Environment 
Hostel Fees 
Policy On Protected  Disclosures Act 2000 
Complaints 



NCEA Handbooks 
All students in Year 11, 12 and 13 will be issued with an NCEA handbook over the next week or so.  
Please insist on seeing your child’s. It has an information section for parents on what NCEA is and how it 
works. It also details the school’s policy and procedures around assessment and there is a tear off section 
for both parent and student to sign. This must be returned to school by Monday 7 March. If you have any 
queries regarding this booklet or NCEA in general, please contact Deputy Principal, Tracy Walker, at 
school.  
 

Lunch Pass/Vehicle Permit/Passenger Permit 
Each year the College requires students to obtain passes for the following reasons: 
 

• Lunch Pass – parental permission to go HOME for lunch.  HOME must be within  
 easy travelling distance of school.  
• Vehicle Permit – parental permission to bring a vehicle to school 
• Passenger Permit – parental permission to take other students in a vehicle to and from 
 school (full licence only!) 

 
Students without the appropriate pass will not be allowed to leave the College grounds (unless a one-off 
note is provided). 
 
These permits are issued annually, so must be renewed this year. 
 

Library NewsLibrary NewsLibrary NewsLibrary News    
The library is off to a great start this year.  There are lots of new books so there is no reason for students to 
not have a book to read for Sustained Silent Reading.   
 
We also have a small collection of DVDs and videos that can go out free on a two-night loan. 
 
Open Times:  If students miss organising their reading book at interval or lunchtime, remember that the 
library is also open until 3:20pm after school. 
 
Overdue Reminder:  We are now chasing up last year’s overdues.  Please return these as soon as          
possible.  Books are issued for two weeks, with an option to renew. 
 
Magazines:  Would you like to re-home your magazines rather than stack them in a corner?  If so, please 
contact the library directly on 06 370 0407.  We are especially keen to receive North & South a month late! 
 
Year 9:   If there are any year 9 students who love books and would like some real work experience, they 
may like to enquire at the library about training to become a student librarian.  Some very worthwhile 
skills are involved.       Hertha James, Librarian, Wairarapa College Library 

GALA  

This year the Gala will be held on Friday 18th March  
beginning at 5pm.  

 

Keep this evening free and if you are able to assist with any stalls,  
Contact Gary McDowall (370 4001) 

Kayaking achievements over the holidays. 
 Joseph Jury's  was part of the New Zealand youth development squad who travelled to 
Nymboidia - NSW - Australia to compete in the Australian Open Nationals and Secondary 
Schools National Slalom Championships.   



Technology—Soft Materials 
If anyone has any textile items that they will not be using and they would like them to go to a good home, 
the textile department are always very grateful for any contributions of fabric, buttons, trims, threads,   
elastic, etc. 
 
A number of our students board in the hostel and do not have access to sewing machines there.  If anyone 
has a sewing machine in good working order that they no longer have a use for, the hostel students would 
be grateful if they could have or borrow it to use at the hostel.                               Ruth Bucknell, Textiles Dept 
 

Tennis 
Tennis has started up again this term. Many new students have shown an interest in playing which is a 
great way to get involved at a new college. Some successes to note: Year 13 student, Angus Preston is 
playing Regional 1 for Gladstone and Yr 12 student, Brooke Candy is playing Regional 1 for Masterton. 
Our Regional 2 team includes William Annear, Wessel Burger, Mitchell Blackwood, James Stevens and 
Jamie McMaster. They had a win over Rathkeale 1 in the first match back this year and now lie 5th in the 
Regional 2 competition.  
 
Wairarapa Tennis Association is offering a competition again for Regional 3 and 4 players and are     
introducing a novice programme for girls this term. All players who register will need to pay $15 to the 
school office. 
 
Regional 4 play on Tuesday 3:30 – 5:00. Play starts 15th February. 
Regional 3 play on Thursdays 3:30 – 5:30. Play starts 17th February. 
Students have been notified and many keen players have signed up. All games are held at Masterton Trust 
House Tennis Centre, Dixon Street. 
 
Novice Grade, for girls only, is also being offered this term. This will be held at St Matthew’s College, 
Pownall Street on Wednesday 3:30 – 4:30pm. This starts on 16th February. 
 

Wairarapa College Tennis Championship finals will be played in Week 6 on Monday 7th March with a 
postponement day set for the following Monday. The championships will be open to competitive players 

only.  Students can enter by signing up with Mrs Major. 
 
Preliminary games for the school championships must be completed by Wednesday, 2nd March, Week 
5.We look forward to seeing some competitive play and students enjoying the tennis facilities at the      
college. 
 
All inquiries about tennis can be made to Mrs M. Major via email mmajor@waicol.co.nz or to the sports 
coordinator, Mr A. Peterson via the school office. 
 

Treasure Hunt  
Have English books slipped under beds, behind couches, under a pile of clothes?  The English 
Department has called an amnesty in February on all books that have not been returned from 
previous years.  Exchange them for a chocolate fish!!!  Bring the books to Mrs Hall or Mrs 
Grant. 

Enclosed with this newsletter  
• A copy of the college rules  
• A copy of the college uniform regulations 
• A copy of the schools internet policy 
• “Who to Contact” Sheet 
• Our Emergency policy 
• PTA letter 
• 2011 Law Relating to Truancy 

 
If missing, please contact the College Office for a copy. 



 
 

 
 

SCHOOL NETBALL 
Netball Wairarapa is offering Pre-Season Training. Contact Development Officer, Annelise Toloa,          
06 377 3734 for more information.  
 
At this stage we intend to hold trials for all school netball teams at Colombo Rd courts on Sunday 13 
March but there will be more information about registration and trial soon. We are also investigating all 
girls wearing the dress rather than skirt and top in order to bring more uniformity to our school teams. It 
would be purchased through the uniform shop.  
 
Anyone interested in coaching or managing a school team please contact Deputy Principal Tracy Walker 
at school. 

 

Girls’ Hockey coachesGirls’ Hockey coachesGirls’ Hockey coachesGirls’ Hockey coaches    
 

Enthusiasm the only requirement! 
 
 

Please contact:  Jo Bisset 

 

Rugby Coaches/ManagersRugby Coaches/ManagersRugby Coaches/ManagersRugby Coaches/Managers    
 
Interested in coaching / managing rugby 
teams for school?  All ages and grades. 
 

Contact: Mr Hughes  
(Head of Rugby) at Wairarapa College 

Wanted 

DEFENSIVE DRIVING 
is the 

‘Street Talk’ Driver Education Programme 
 
I am pleased to inform you that I will be running a ‘Street Talk’ driving course commencing         
24th February 2011. 
 

This Defensive Driving Course reduces the restricted licence period by six months. 
 
The course will be held at 78 Kuripuni St, Masterton and involves four in class sessions that will be 
held on Thursday and Monday evenings, 6.30—8.30 pm.  Bookings essential. 
 
Students attending the course need to have had their restricted licence a minimum of 6 months. 
 
$165.00 per person.  This cost includes four sessions and a one hour in-car driving assessment which 
outlines what is required for the full licence test. 
 

Find out how you can get a discount off course fees. 
 
I am also available for students requiring driving lessons, pre-test driving assessment and motorbike 
Basic Handling Skills courses. 
 

Contact Sarah Bolland on 06 3773992 / 027 3685010 



International Student DepartmentInternational Student DepartmentInternational Student DepartmentInternational Student Department    
It has been great to see our returning students and to meet the new ones.  Maria, Laura and Iduun all       
travelled in the holidays and took the opportunity to explore and make new friends.  It is wonderful to see 
their increased confidence and improved fluency in English.  The next few months of their stay here will fly 
and all too soon they will be returning home. 
 
The students were not the only ones to travel – I was lucky enough to travel with Mrs Owen to Hokkaido in 
Japan to go skiing.  It was a real pleasure to have Felix and his father come up to Niseko from their home in 
Sapporo to ski with us.  Maybe this could become an annual fixture! 
 
 

 Felix, Mrs O, Mr Arnoult, Niseko, Japan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most of the new students have now arrived and we welcome them to the college community.  Emily Pfister 
and Nora Buehler are with us for 6 months from Germany.  Emily is getting a real Kiwi experience as a 
member of College House. Saya Kuroda and Megumi Koizumi join us from Tokyo and Yunsi Yang will 
soon arrive from China.   
 
We have some new host families but are always looking for more – if you are interested please get in touch 
[j.ogilvie@waicol.co.nz].  It can be a truly rewarding experience for all concerned. 
 
Finally, a reminder to all international students and their host families of the hamburger and icecream     
evening, Friday 25 Feb. 35 York St. 
 

   
EXPERIENCE ANOTHER CULTURE 

BRING HOME A BROTHER OR A SISTER 
  
In June/July 2011, students aged 14 – 19 years from Europe, the USA and South America will be arriving 
in New Zealand to study at local schools for 2-10 months.  Opportunities are available to act as a host 
family in a volunteer/unpaid capacity. Hosting can be on a temporary, short or long term basis. 
  
Host families help provide each student with the chance to study and experience life in New Zealand.  
This is a great way to practice another language, share your stories, learn about another country and  
culture, establish a lifelong link to a family in another country and contribute to international goodwill. 
  

Our students bring with them their own spending money, health insurance and a wonderful 
attitude and desire to learn about their new host country. Your whole family/.and your     
relatives and friends/.will grow and learn as you all get to know your new ‘son’ or ‘daughter’ 
from another land. If your family can offer a friendly, supportive and caring home environ-
ment, contact us today. 

 
To learn more about this opportunity call Student Exchange Australia New Zealand on 0800 440 079 or 

visit our website. http://studentexchange.org.nz/ 
  



BLOOD DONOR DAY 

This has become an annual event now for our year 12 and year 13 students. 
Always a great day full of enthusiasm  and fun. 
The day has been booked for Wednesday July the 13th  here in our college hall. 
If you are keen to sign up nearer the time, remember if you have had body piecing  or tattooing within 6 
months prior to donation day you will not be able to give blood unless it is carried out by a                     
registered  health professional. 
Also you can not donate if you have been to the dentist within 24 hours prior to donation day. So make 
your dental appointments earlier.! 
Also you must weigh over 50kg so eat lots!! 
Lots to think about and talk over with as a family. 
 

RELAY FOR LIFE 
This is happening at Queen Elizabeth Park here in Masterton on the week end of 26th/27th FEBURARY. 
Our Wairarapa  College Smoke Free Ambassadors will be taking part in a team along with other          
Ambassadors from local colleges. 
If you are keen to join in with them please see Hannah Towgood, Jacinta Davies or Mrs Booth for more 
information. 
This is a great event to be part of, heaps of fun and a wonderful experience. Plus a great fundraiser to be 
part of. 
 

MEDICAL CONDITIONS 
Thank you to the families that have been in touch re their Childs health condition. It is so important that 
we are informed of any changes is our students conditions, new medications etc. An under lying health 
issue can result in learning difficulties and/ or explain a change in a students behaviour. 

Julie Booth, Wairarapa College Youth Health Provider 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATHLETICS ACHIEVEMENTATHLETICS ACHIEVEMENTATHLETICS ACHIEVEMENTATHLETICS ACHIEVEMENT    
 
The following Wairarapa College students have been selected to       
represent Oceania in the Australian National Championships in March.  
This is a step up from a New Zealand team selection 
 

Laura McKenna 
Stevie Payne 
Alex Fafeita 


