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I  NTRODUCTION 
 
 

Informed subject choice is of great importance to students today.  This book will be of great 
help to you in reaching decisions about courses next year.   
At Wairarapa College we encourage students to study a wide range of subjects to keep open 
as many career options as possible. 
 

We offer a diverse range of subjects within the constraints imposed by the timetable.  We 
cannot guarantee that a particular combination of choices is possible but we do endeavour to 
accommodate the wishes of the majority. 
 

Class sizes could also affect course selection.  Sometimes we have to close a class at a 
particular number.  When this is done, preference is given to those who initially opted for the 
subject over those who have subsequently changed their minds.  Classes will only run if there 
are a sufficient number of students who have selected the subject. 
 

There are a number of staff members who are available to assist you in making the right 
choices.  Please approach subject teachers, HOD’s, Deans, Guidance Counsellor, Careers 
Advisor, Transition teacher or your Senior Manager with any questions you may have. A 

Course Information evening will be held on 1 September where information will be 

given and questions can be asked. 
 

Once your have studied the subject descriptions in this book please fill in your subject choices 
using the centre pages of the book.   These must be handed to your form teacher by the 10 
SEPTEMBER. 
 

COURSE SELECTION POLICY 
 

Guidelines 
 

• All students must study 6 subjects. 

• Ensure your choice reflects personal subjects’ strengths 

• Do not be influenced by the subject choices of others 

• English and/or TeReo Maori is compulsory at Year 11 

• Mathematics is compulsory at Year 11 

• Science and/or Agricultural Science is compulsory at Year 11 

• Students can only choose ONE of Technology, Food Technology, Technology - Soft 

Materials. 

       
 

Movement From One Level to Another                                                                                  
• Students gaining the NCEA Certificate move automatically to the next level. 

• Students gaining less than the required credits for a Certificate may move on to the next 
level in the subjects where they have gained 12 or more credits.   

 

All Students Please Note 
• This year in English, Mathematics and Science the actual course to be studied by 

each student will be decided by class teachers and the HOD based on results from 

Year 10.    Students and parents will be advised later in the year. 

• All students must study 6 subjects. 
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QUALIFICATIONS 
 
 

National Certificates of Educational Achievement (NCEA) 
 

Level 1 (Year 11 courses) 

To gain their Level 1 NCEA certificate students need to accumulate 80 credits.  These may be 
at any level.  Credits are gained when students “pass” assessments either throughout the year 
at school through internal standards or when they sit external standards in the end of year 
examinations.  In addition, there is a minimum literacy and numeracy requirement. 10 
numeracy and 10 literacy credits must be obtained, and can be achieved across a range of 
subjects. 
 

Level 2 (Year 12 courses) 

A Level 2 NCEA certificate is gained when a student has gathered at least 60 credits at Level 
2 or above and 20 other credits.  These 20 credits may be at any level and may have already 
contributed towards a Certificate at Level 1.  Although there are no specific literacy and 
numeracy requirements for this certificate the University Entrance requirements should be 
understood by students as they work towards their Level 2 Certificate. 
 

Level 3 (Year 13 courses) 

A Level 3 NCEA Certificate is gained when a student has gathered at least 60 credits at Level 
3 or above and 20 other credits at Level 2 or above. 
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ACCOUNTING 
 

Year 11 
 

Inquiries            Mr D Jones 
 

Credit Value            12 external credits, 16 internal credits. 
     

Recommendations:             Those not studying English and Mathematics 101 are strongly advised against   
                                  choosing this subject. 

 

Costs             Study text (approx $15.00) 
 

 Course in Brief   Level 1 Accounting aims to give students an introduction to the concepts, 
processes and skills used in the business and financial world.  Key topics covered 
include:  Reporting on business performance, the Accounting process-recording 
financial transactions and analyzing business performance 

 

Why this subject?   Accounting is the 'language of the business world'.   If you are interested in careers 
in business or management, or think you might like to be your own boss, then 
Accounting will be of benefit to you. The course promotes the skills of 
communication, numeracy, analysing information and problem solving, which 
employers are now placing strong emphasis on. Level 1 Accounting is designed as 
a one-off course, but it will be challenging to study Accounting at Levels 2 and 3  
without having succeeded at Level 1. 

 

 
 

AGRICULTURAL & HORTICULTURAL SCIENCE 

 
Year  11  
 
Inquiries: Mr M Ford 
 

Credit Value:  Internal 8 credits,  External 16 Credits 
 
Recommendations: A genuine interest in the subject is essential. Some of the achievement standards 

are common to both Agriculture and Horticulture. The focus is on Agriculture but 
any student with a Horticultural interest will be catered for. 

 A background in agriculture is required.  Entry otherwise is subject to HOD 
approval. 

 

Costs: Approx $40 to cover visits to Manawatu and local farms,  etc. 
 

Course in Brief: A large range of topics are covered and include some practical Ag/Hort 
investigations and skills..  Topics include: Soils, Pasture, Crops, Ag/Hort Industry, 
Ag/Hort environment and  Animal management, reproduction etc. Students assist 
in various school farm activities. 

 

Why this subject  ?    Ag/Hort continues to be an industry requiring a large, educated work force. 
        The subject is a useful stepping stone for students moving on to University and  
                                             other tertiary institutions.  Many can benefit from learning life long skills. 
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COMPUTING 

                            
                                                                                                                                                 

Year 11  

 
Inquiries:   Mr R Greenslade  
 
Credit value:   10 Credits – Level One Achievement Standards 

5 Credit - Level One Unit Standards 
6 Credits - Level Two Unit Standards 

 
Recommendations:  A good basic knowledge of MS Office applications 
 
 
Costs:    Nil 
 
Course in Brief:  This is an advanced computer course which focuses on computing as a tool. It is 

   designed for those who want to extend their use of software applications and gain  
    an understanding of how computers work 

 
Topics Include:   * Computer systems 
   * Web page design 
   * Databases 
   * Word processing 
   * Spreadsheets 
   *          Computer Science 
 

Why this subject ? This course is a mix of theory and practical computing.  Students will learn to use 
a range of advanced features of the Microsoft Office suite, providing students 
with a comprehensive knowledge of these applications.    These skills are 
increasingly being sought after in the workplace.   

 

 

DRAMA 
 

Year 11 
 
Inquiries:   Miss M Bouzaid 
 
Credit value:   Internal 19 Credits, External 5 Credits 
 
Recommendations:  Year 9 and 10 Drama is preferred although some exceptions are made for pupils  

with one year of Drama.  It is not recommended that  pupils do this level without  
previous Drama experience and must be at the discretion of the HOD. 

 
Costs:    Some costs to watch performances as part of Exam preparation. 
 
Course in Brief:   The Year 11 course builds on the work covered in Years 9 and 10 in the 3 main  

areas of Creative Work, Stagecraft and History  and are linked to the Curriculum. 
Emphasis is on the development of Theatrical Skills, different genres of acting, 
and understanding of them.  Written work is an integral part of the Course and a 
requirement for all Achievement Standards. 

 

Why this subject ?      Five Assessments are internal with 1 external exam. Drama offers pupils life- 
          skills and work skills.   Group work, time-management, communicative and inter- 
            personal skills and self discipline are fostered along with development of self  
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          confidence. Not only  are you trained for performance work but there is a real 
                                               emphasis on backstage technical skills.    There are many openings now for pupils  
                                               trained in Theatre Arts and Craft. 

 

ECONOMICS 
 

Year 11 
  

Inquiries:   Mr D Jones   
 

Credit Value   Internal 12 Credits,   External 12 Credits 
 

Recommendations:  Nil 
 

Costs:    Purchase of work book (approx $20) 
 

Course in Brief:             The years work is divided into three sections; 
1.  Producer’s decisions - looks at the types of producers, their goals, how they 

decide what to produce, how the government influences their decisions. 
2.  Consumer’s Decisions - looks at the people who buy goods and services –   

you and me - and what influences our choices. 
3. The Market - how are prices determined,  how do laws affect us, how do  

       producers try to influence our choices ? 
 
Why this subject?     Economics is a subject based on what is happening in New Zealand every day - 
        the producing, selling, buying, and consuming of goods and services. The course is  
        based on the essential skills of communication, numeracy and information.   It  
        teaches you to make informed decisions, and it involves you in interesting and  
        relevant tasks.  Year 11 Economics can be taken as a one-off course, or be used as  
                                               an introduction  to Years 12 & 13 Economics.  

 

ENGLISH 
 

Year 11 

 
Inquiries                                Mrs P Grant 
 

English or Maori is compulsory at this level as they teach essential written and 
oral communication skills which are necessary for all aspects of life.   We have 
several different programmes and students will be placed in classes 

appropriate to their ability and performance in Year 10.  Class teachers will 

make recommendations to the HOD who will make the decision based on 

this and the student’s Year 10 report grades.  Parents will be advised in 

writing if their child has been placed in a class other than in the mainstream 

course. 

101 English 
 
Inquiries:   Mrs P Grant  
 

Credit value:   12 Internal  Credits,  12 External  Credits 
 

Recommendations: This is a mainstream course for most students which will prepare them for the 
study of English at Levels 2 and 3. 

 

Costs:    There are no course costs but students are expected to purchase a work book 
from the College Office at an approximate cost of $5.00. 
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Course in Brief: With the realignment of standards at level 1 the internal composition of this 
course is still to be finalized.  Once we receive more detailed information from 
NZQA   we will be able to confirm the internal standards that we are offering.   
Students will probably be offered the following: 
Internal Achievement Standards (12 Credits) 

• Produce creative writing 
• Produce formal writing 
• Construct and deliver an oral presentation 
• Create a visual and verbal text 

 

External Achievement Standards (12 credits) 
• Study written text 
• Study visual text 
• Study unfamiliar texts 
 

Subject Progression  Students will need to gain 12 credits in order to have entry to 201 English the  
                                                following year, otherwise they will be in 202 English 
 
 

101 Extension English 
 

Students who have demonstrated ability and skill in Year 10 English may be selected for this class based on 
their class teacher’s recommendation and their report grades.   All aspects of the course will be the same as 101 
English but the teacher will select more challenging texts and tasks. 
 
 

102 English      
 
Inquiries:   Mrs P Grant 
 
Credit value: 12 Internal credits, 12 External credits. 
 
Recommendations:  This programme is designed for those students who will struggle in a full  
                                                Achievement Standard course (101 English) but who may be capable of  
                                                achieving the 12 credits necessary to gain entry into 201 English. 

 

Costs:    There are no course costs but students are expected to purchase a work  
book from the College at an approximate cost of $5.00. 

 
Course in Brief: With the realignment of standards at level 1 the internal composition of this 

course is still to be finalized.  Once we receive more detailed information from 
NZQA   we will be able to confirm the internal standards that we are offering.   
Students will probably be offered the following: 

 
Internal Achievement Standards (12 Credits) 

• Produce formal writing 
• Construct and deliver an oral presentation 
• Create a visual and verbal text 
• Close viewing of a visual text 

 

External Achievement Standards (12 credits) 
• Study written text 
• Study visual text 
• Study unfamiliar texts 

 
                                                 

Subject Progression Students will need to gain 12 credits in order to have entry to 201 English the 
following year otherwise they will be in 202 English.  
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103 English 

 
Inquires:   Mrs P Grant 

 
Credit value: The 10 Literacy Unit Standard credits and approximately 13 credits towards 

Level 1 English will be offered. 
 
Recommendations  Changes in NCEA Level 1 have given us more flexibility in designing a  

programme for those students who struggled to gain the necessary skills in the 
junior school.   Therefore we are in the process of planning a theme based 
programme which will develop the basic reading, writing and speaking skills that 
are necessary for life.   Throughout the year students will be given the 
opportunity to gain the 10 literacy unit standard credits as well as gaining some 
credits towards NCEA Level 1 English. 
 

Costs:    There are no course costs 
 
Course in Brief:  This programme will include the following: 

• Reading a range of texts 

• Studying a film 

• Writing a range of short pieces of text 

• Informal and formal speaking 

• A media presentation 
 
Subject Progression The following year students, with the advice of staff, may choose either 101 

English or 202 English where they will be able to build on the standards that they 
have already achieved. 

 

 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
 
 

Year 11  
 

Inquiries:     Mrs C Veitch 
 

Credit Value:     24 Credits 
 
Recommendations:   A Successful year in Year 9 or 10, or at the discretion of the HOD Food    
                                                  Technology. It is strongly advised that students do not study Food Technology   
                                                  and Hospitality at Year 11.  
 
Cost:                                         There is a class fee of $25 to offset the cost of the ingredients provided by the 

school throughout the year.  Students are also expected to supply perishable 
foods from home on a regular basis. 

 
Course in brief:   This course will cover level 1 achievement and unit standards in Food   
   Technology.  It builds on the foundations that were built during years 9 and 10.   
                                                  Within the course are numerous opportunities to design and make food related   
                                                  products for various contexts such as large production, café eating, to cooking a  
                                                  new style cereal bar. 

                                  
Why this Subject ?              This course is for students who enjoy working with food, solving problems and  
                                                 making products.  
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FRENCH 
 

Year 11 
 

 
Inquiries:   Miss Bouzaid 
  

Credit Value:   Internal 9 credits, External 15 credits 
   

Recommendations:  Students must have studied French at Year 10 
 

Costs:    Occasionally money for French dishes. 
    Student Workbooks may be required 
     

Course in brief: The Year 11 French course is a natural progression of work covered in  
 previous years. The NCEA Level 1 Achievement Standards test listening, reading  

writing and speaking. One Writing and Two Speaking assessments are Internal, 
the rest External.   The standards are  based on prescribed vocabulary and 
grammar, so you are tested on what you do know.   At Year 11 level you should 
increase your confidence in communicating real information in French at levels 5 
& 6 of the French Curriculum. 

 

Why this subject?  In learning French you will improve your communications skills and increase  
your  appreciation of your own language and culture, as well as valuing other  
cultures. The skill of learning French should help you in acquiring other  
languages.   It should improve your career prospects, with tourism being a major  
income earner in our country.    After you leave school, you can study French as 
part of a university degree, or at the Polytechnic in a variety of courses.  There  
are increasing opportunities for exchanges with French-speaking countries, for  
trips, and visits from French pupils. 
 
The Ministry of Education is stressing the need for New Zealanders to learn a 
second language. Languages is now one of the 8 Essential Learning Strands  
‘European languages are widely spoken; they have a significant international 
presence and status.  People who know more than one language will have a 
distinct employment advantage as they have the communication skills necessary 
to bring together and sustain international trading blocs’  (Learning Languages – 
Ministry of Education 2002) 

 

 

GEOGRAPHY 
 

Year 11 

 
Inquiries:   Mr A Perkins 
 
Credit value:   Internal 10 credits, External 12 credits 
 
Recommendations:  Nil 
 
Costs:    Approx $15 for fieldwork 
 
Course in Brief:  Topics include: 

• examining earthquakes and tropical cyclones as examples of extreme 
natural events. 
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• Basic geographic skills and 
mapping 

• populations studies - NZ and Monsoon Asia 
 

• local weather research, analyzing the condition of Wairarapa’s rivers and 
looking at earthquakes around the world makes up the internal credits. 

 
Why this subject ?  If you enjoyed Social Studies, are curious about the world around us and want to  

develop practical and thinking skills relevant to many occupations then  
Geography is for you. 

 

GRAPHICS 
 

Year 11 

 
Inquiries:   Mr J Maher 
 
Credit value:   Internal 12 credits,  External 12 credits 
 
Recommendations:  Advantageous to have studied Graphics in Year 9 and or Year 10. 
 
Costs: $30.00.  Students will need to purchase drawing paper, drawing and colour 

rendering pencils, pen drive, promarkers and a course booklet. 
 
Course in brief:       The course is based around the four sections detailed in the New Zealand 
           syllabus. 
          These are:  
        a. Graphical communications and design. 
        b. Environmental design 
        c. Technological design 

d.      Media design.           
           Students will be involved in: 
        - considering a situation or design brief 
                           -      researching and selecting information from various  resources   
        - developing concepts and ideas through sketching 
        - producing models, pictorial and scale working   drawings 
        - testing and evaluating work 

The use of computers is incorporated into the presentation of design problems as 
part of the equipment available in the modern Graphics environment.  

 

Why this subject ?:       A good foundation in Graphics can lead on to many tertiary and career  
           opportunities such as:  
 
        Media and advertising 
        Architecture 
        Industrial and Fashion design 
        Technology and Engineering. 
           This course sets the appropriate knowledge base for NCEA Level 2 and  
                                                NCEA Level 3. 
 

 

HISTORY 

 
Year 11 

 
Inquiries: Ms H Sproat  

 

Credit Value: Internal 12 credits,  External 12 credits 
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Recommendations: A reasonable degree of literacy in both reading and writing is desirable. 
 
Costs: Two sets of Longman Write-On Notes will be required.   These will be purchased 

via the stationery order at the beginning of the year.   Approx $13 a set.  Optional 
study resources may be purchased through the Department. 

 
Course in Brief :                   The course concentrates on events of the twentieth century to ensure that students  

have access to a wide range of resources and can study topics which give an   
introduction to the great personalities and events of the recent past.  The topics to 
be studied are: 

1. Origins of World War 11 1919 - 1941 
2. NZ’s Search for Security 1945 - 1985 

The internal assessment will evaluate students’ capacity to select, process and 
present historical information.  It will be completed on a topic chosen by the 
student from a range of events that are closely related to the topics taught, and 
will allow a study of New Zealand history. 

 

Why this subject?                 History provides vocational skills for any work with a communication and  
                                                research component.  It gives special training for such careers as law,  
                                                journalism, academic research and administration. 

1. It trains students in the skills and processes of research, teaches them how to 
evaluate and analyse information and how to present conclusions in a 
reasoned and logical form. 

2.   If you are interested in people and how things came to be as they are you will 
      enjoy this subject. 

                                                Assessment: 
AS90209 Carry out an historical investigation   4 credits, int 
AS90210 Communicate historical ideas    4 credits, int 
AS90211 Interpret historical sources    4 credits, ext 
AS90213 Describe the impact of a development 
    in an historical setting     4 credits, ext 
AS90214 Describe the impact that let to the shaping of 
    the identity of New Zealanders   4 credits, ext 
US 5813 Describe perspectives of people in an historical 
    setting       4 credits, int 
 

 

 

HOSPITALITY 
  
     

Year 11 

 
Inquiries:   Mrs C Veitch 
 
Credit Value:   18 credits 
 
Recommendations:  A successful year in Years 9 or 10 Food Technology or at the discretion of HOD 

Food Technology.  It is strongly advised that students do not study both 
Hospitality and Food Technology at Year 11 

 
Cost:     $25 to offset the cost of non perishable ingredients provided by the school 
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throughout the year. Students are expected to supply perishable foods from 
home on a regular basis.  

 

Course in Brief: This is an introductory course covering work in the food industry. This course is   
for those who want to gain basic foundation skills to work in the food industry. 
There will be assessments, which will enable Level 1 Unit Standards and 
fouindation skills certificates to be achieved from the Hospitality Standards 
Institutes. 

 
Why this subject? Students may gain industry recognised qualifications, knowledge and skills. This 

foundation can lead to further Level 1, 2 and 3 credits.  

 
 

JAPANESE 

 
Year 11 

 
Inquiries:   Mrs C Mabey 
 
 
Credit value:   Internal 9 credits,  External 15 credits 
 
Recommendations:  Year 10 Japanese or students who have spent some time immersed in the  

language, at the discretion of the  HOD 
 

Costs:    $5 for course exercise books, approximately $15 for Renash Notes - level 1 
 

Course in Brief:  Students at this level are at “Survival Skills” stage.  Students should be able  
 
to demonstrate knowledge about the conventions that are used when interacting  
with people in the wider community in Japan, for example, when travelling on  
public transport. 

1.1 Listening 
1.2  Prepared talk (internal) 
1.3 Conversation (internal ) 
1.4 Reading 
1.5 Writing  
1.6 Writing with resources (internal) 

 

Why this subject ? Japanese is a particularly significant language for New Zealand.  To learn a 
foreign language requires patience and tolerance.  It opens your mind to new 
cultures and new ideas and increases your ability in your own language as well as 
improving communication skills and problem solving skills. International  
business, events coordinator, journalist, travel agent, hospitality, law, actor, sports 
instructor - in fact any career that requires you to communicate with different 
types of people will benefit from foreign language learning. 

 

MAORI 
 

Year 11 Te Reo 

 
Inquiries:   Whaea Rangihuia (Ms August)  
 
Credit value:   Internal 12 Credits,   External 12 credits. 
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Recommendations:  Year 9 and 10 Maori study is essential to enter this course, unless there has 
been     earlier study of Te Reo in Kura Kaupapa or bilingual classes. 
 
Costs: Trips to Maori Senior Careers Day, Manu korero, Kapa Haka competitions, Noho 

Marae, Expenses for Guest Speakers 
 
Course in Brief:  During the year students will be tested on their ability to comprehend  

written passages and their ability to write in any of the eight modes in a range of  
topics.  They will also be assessed on their ability to speak Te Reo.  
Topics:       *   Mihimihi/whakapapa 

*   Nga Haerenga 
*   Te Marae 
*   Tangata Rongonui 
*   Hui-a-Kura 
*   Nga Atua 

  *   Mahi Kapa Haka 
 
Why this subject:  Ka ngaro te reo, ka ngaro taua, pera I te ngaro o te Moa. 
    This subject gives an opportunity to gain an understanding of Te Ao 
    Maori me ona Tikanga, as the basis for shaping future Maori.  It takes an  

innovative approach that welcomes diversity, difference and multiple  
meanings of Maori. It aims to improve the social and economic well being of  
Maoritanga while sustaining and enhancing Maori culture, 

language and tikanga  
values.   Career paths are unlimited. 

 

 

MATHEMATICS 
 

Mathematics is compulsory at Year 11.  Students will be placed in classes 

appropriate to their ability and performance in Year 10.  Class teachers will 

make recommendations to the HOD who will make the decision based on 

this and the student’s Year 10 report grades.  Parents will be advised in 

writing if their child has been placed in a class other than the in mainstream 

course. 

Year 11 -  101 
 
Inquiries:   Mr M Van Woerkom 
 
Credit value: External:  12 credits,   Internal 21 credits  
 
Recommendations:  Mostly  ‘Achieved’ or better grades in Year 10 
 
Costs:    The purchase of a work book will be required and graphical calculators are  

available for purchase or hire 
 

Course in Brief:  This course follows the National Curriculum to Level 6  
 

Why this subject ?  This course is designed for students who have shown a good understanding of  
Mathematics in previous years and are likely to continue with their Mathematics  
studies beyond year 11. 

 

Year 11 - 102 

 
Inquiries:   Mr M Van Woerkom 
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Credit value:   External 8 credits,  Internal 19 Credits 
 
Recommendations: 4  ‘Achieved’ or better grades in Year 10. Students should discuss the selection of 

this course with their Mathematics Teacher. 
 
Costs:    The purchase of a work book will be required and graphical calculators are  

available for purchase or hire. 
 

Course in Brief:  This course follows the National Curriculum to level 5. 
Note:   The eight internal credits are a combination of Unit and Achievement  
Standards. 
Students who choose this course are likely to continue with their  
Mathematics studies through to Year 12 only, via Maths 202. 

 
Why this subject?  This course is designed for students who found the Year 10 course quite difficult  

but managed to achieve at least half of the assessments in Year 10.   This course  
will allow students to study a topic for longer so that their skills can be fully  
developed and reinforced at an appropriate pace. 

 
Year 11 - 103 

 
Inquiries:   Mr M Van Woerkom 
 
Credit value: An as yet undetermined number of new Numeracy standard credits 
 
 
Recommendations: Nil, though the selection of this course should be discussed with their 

Mathematics teacher. 
 
Costs:    $15 for a homework book, plus a calculator 
 
Course in Brief:  This course follows the new Numeracy Standards which are outside the National 

Curriculum framework.  Students who choose this course are likely to stop  
taking Mathematics at the end of the year. 

 
Why this subject?  This course is designed for students who found the Year 10 course quite  

difficult.  This will allow students to study a topic for longer so that their  
skills can be fully developed and reinforced at an appropriate pace. 

 
 

MUSIC 
 

Year 11 

 
Inquiries:                                Mr I Patterson 
  
Credit value:                          Internal 19 credits,  External 5 credits 
  

 

Recommendations:              Regular participation in an approved teacher directed  
music performance group.  (eg Choir, Orchestra, Kapa Haka) 
All students must have studied an instrument (or voice) for at least 2 years and   
have the equivalent of Grade 1 Theory or - A successful year in Year 10 Music  
Option (HOD discretion).  Students must be prepared to perform in public  
performances. 
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Costs:                                     Hire or purchase of an instrument and sheet music as required by the tutor. 
Field Trips to concerts, courses etc as they arise (Students are strongly advised to 
take advantage of all opportunities offered). 

  
Course in Brief:                    There are 6 Achievement Standards for NCEA Music Level 1   

-         Solo performance on voice or instrument 
-         Group Performance on Voice or instrument 
-         Composition of two original works 
-         Aural or listening skills (External) 
-         Score Reading and Music Theory (External) 
-         Study and Analysis of Set Musical Works 

  
Optional Unit Standards may support or replace some Achievement Standards  
(Your proposed course must be discussed with HOD Music)  (11 Credits) 

-         Solo Performance on a second instrument 
-         Performer in a Performance Music Group 

 

Why this subject?                 This course provides opportunities to gain expertise in composition and as  
a performer.  It prepares students for practical performance courses at  
Polytechnics and Universities.  The practical and creative aspects of  this            
course will appeal, not only to students who want to pursue a career in musical 
performance, teaching or in the recording, radio, TV or film industries, but also to 
those who want to develop a satisfying social and leisure activity.         

   

 

PRACTICAL PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

Year 11  

 

 

Inquiries   Mr W Schaefer 
 
Credit Value   14 Credits (Unit Standards and Achievement Standards) 
 
Recommendations Students who have actively participated in Year 10 core PE.   For individuals who 

have a particular interest in the physical domain. 
 

Course in Brief Students will participate in a course consisting of a number of practical units, 
which are reinforced by theory.  Students will examine interpersonal skills and 
social responsibility in physical contexts.  Possible units include:  Lacrosse, 
swimming, athletics, invasion games, fitness and summer sports.  Students may 
also participate in a health unit 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (PED) 
 

Year 11 
 
Inquiries:   Mr W Schaefer 
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Credit Value:   24 Credits – all internal 
      

Recommendations                Students who have actively participated in Year 10 core PE.  For individuals who 
have a particular interest in the physical domain. 

 

  Costs: $15.00 for course workbook 
 

Course in brief:  The course is fully internally assessed. The Achievement standards are: 
 

1.1 Participation in physical activities and describe how this influences  
       hauora/wellbeing. 
1.2 Demonstrate knowledge of Body structure. 
1.3 Demonstrate the quality of movement in the performance of physical 

activity. 
1.4 Explore how the body in physical activity is portrayed. 
1.5 Use strategies to develop interpersonal skills in a group or team. 
1.6 Describe the quality of movement in a physical activity.         

 NB  - This course involves theory, as well as outdoor activities 
 
Why this subject ?  A good foundation for later P.Ed courses at Y12 and 13.   An opportunity  

 for more in-depth study in an area which may be of particular interest to  
 students. 

 
 
 
 
 

SCIENCE 
 

 

 

Please note that:  Science and/or Agricultural and Horticultural Science is Compulsory at Year 11. 

Students will be placed in Science classes appropriate to their ability and performance in Year 10.  Class 

teachers will make recommendations to the HOD who will make the decision based on this and the 

student’s Year 10 report grades.  Parents will be advised in writing if their child has been placed in a 

class other than the in mainstream course. 

 

 

Year 11 - 101 
 

Inquiries:   Mr H Wiramanaden  
 

Credit Value:   12 External, 12 Internal   
 

Recommendations:  A pass in the Year 10 Science exam.  
If a pass in Year 10 is not achieved then at the discretion of HOD 

 

Costs:    $10 for various write on notes 
 

Course in Brief:  Based on the Level 1 NCEA Achievement Standards, this course prepares  
you for sitting the Level 1 Science exams.  The topics covered are,  
Mechanics, Electricity, Acid & Bases.  Metal, Chemistry, Genetics and Microbes 

Why this subject?   It is the gateway to Senior Science subjects  ie Physics, Biology, Chemistry. 
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Year 11 - 102 
 

Inquiries:   Mr H Wiramanaden  
 

Credit Value:   Internal 20 credits   
 

Recommendations:  A pass in the Year 10 Science exam.  
If a pass in Year 10 is not achieved then at the discretion of HOD 

 

Costs:    $4 Star Lab & $10 for various write on notes 
 

Course in Brief: Based on the Level 1 NCEA Achievement Standards, this course provides a 
diverse range of topics for those interested in Science.  The topics covered are:  
Carbon Chemistry, Life Processes, Biological input, Carbon cycling, Astronomy. 

STUDYING THIS COURSE WILL NOT ALLOW YOU TO STUDY ANY 

YEAR 12 COURSE  eg. BIOLOGY, PHYSICS, CHEMISTRY EXCEPT AT 

THE DESCRETION OF THE HOD. 
 

Why this subject?  A diverse Science course that gives the student an opportunity to taste a wider 
range  of learning than the standard Science 101 course 

 
 

 

 

TECHNOLOGY 
 

Year 11 
 

Inquiries:   Mr J Maher 
 

Credit Value:   24 credits - Combination of Unit and Achievement standards 
 

Recommendations:               An ability to work independently and safely in a workshop.  Previous workshop  
experience is desirable. 

 

Cost:                             $25.00.  Students will need to purchase drawing paper, drawing and colour  
    rendering pencils and a course booklet, plus the cost of materials used in the 
    construction of a take home project 
 

Course in brief:              Requires the student to design and make two projects during the year. The  
           student is presented with a problem, and then expected to research   
                                              various designs, complete their own working drawing and then make the  
            product.  At the end of the year, the two projects are presented for  
            assessment along with their designs and research notes. Students may  
            choose either a metal or wood based course depending on class sizes.  Students 
                                                 will gain experience with  a range of materials. 
            Credits are allocated as follows:    

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding  4 Credits 
                Present a technological solution   4 Credits 
      Select and use materials    4 credits 
      Cut shape and assemble    4 credits 
      Present a design     3 credits 
      Solve a design problem    3 credits. 
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Why this subject? Skills are taught that are accepted as pre-requisites for some apprenticeships. 
Problem solving is the distinguishing feature of Technology and this develops 
techniques useful for further practical activities.   Technology leads on to NCEA 
Level 2. 

 

TECHNOLOGY-SOFT MATERIALS (Textiles & Design) 
 

Year 11  
 

Inquiries:   Mrs R Bucknell 
 

Credit Value:   24 Technology Achievement Standard credits, both internal and external 
 

Recommendations: It is strongly recommended that students have completed Year 10 Technology to 
a satisfactory level. 

  

Cost: Each student must supply all materials required to complete assignments eg 
fabric, pattern, bobbin, etc, a comprehensive sewing kit, wet and dry media plus 
$25 course fee. 

 

Course in Brief: This course develops skills and knowledge of the design process. Through 
research, problem solving and making the most of opportunities, students develop 
initial ideas and come up with a solution. 

 

Why this subject? Technology is a creative and purposeful subject aimed at meeting needs and 
solving problems.  This subject encourages the development of personal talents 
and provides the foundation for advanced study. 

 

TRANSITION 
 

Year 11 
 

Inquiries:   Mrs D Banks  
 
Credit Value:   Up to 24 Internal credits 
 
Recommendations                Students must be prepared to complete Work Placements one day a week during  
                                               Terms 2 and 3. 
 

Costs:   $10 for workbook 
  

Course in Brief:                    This course is designed to give students an opportunity to develop personal and  
work-related skills needed for employment.  The unit standards can be credited  
towards NCEA Level 1 and are mostly related to workplace needs. 

 

Why this subject?                 Students are able to experience learning in the workplace supported by their  
studies at school.  It is particularly useful for students who enjoy practical  
activities and are keen to seek apprenticeships. 

 

 

VISUAL ART 
 

Year 11  
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Inquiries:   Mr N Kokx  
 

Credit Value:   Internal 8 Credits,  External  12 credits 
 

Recommendations:  A successful year in Year 10 Visual Art or at the discretion of the HOD of Art. 

  

Cost:    The art fee is $50 
 

Course in Brief Students are exposed to a wide variety of artists, techniques and media.  The 
internal achievement standards cover the study of artworks, developing drawing 
skills and extending ideas in other media  eg printmaking.  The external  

 examination is in the form of a two board folio, the emphasis is on drawing and 
painting. 

 
Why this subject ? This course leads to Year 12 Photography and Yr 12  Visual Art.  The visual arts 

enable students to develop skill s necessary to communicate information through 
a visual medium.   Visual communication consumes our physical environment :  
film/television, advertising, internet, products we buy, our cultural environment 
and our identity.     Students with training in visual arts are open to a wide variety 
of career options eg Computer Graphic design, artist, industrial design, fashion  
design, illustration, advertising, curatorial work, art historian, photography and 
film.                                                 

 

 

 

                                                     
                                                            

COURSE STRUCTURE 

This table shows the way subjects develop from Yr 11 through to Yr13 
 However, any particular subject can only be included in the curriculum when the demands of staffing are met 

 

Year 11  

NCEA Level 1 

Year 12  

NCEA Level 2 

Year 13  

NCEA Level 3 

Agricultural  and Horticultural 
Science  

Agricultural  and Horticultural 
Science 

Agricultural  and Horticultural 
Science 

Drama  Drama Drama 
Economics Economics Economics 
Accounting Accounting Accounting 
English  101, 102, 103 
  

English   201  
English   202 

English  301 
English 302 

 Media Studies Media Studies 
 Classical Studies Classical Studies 
Food Technology 
Hospitality 

Food Technology 
Hospitality  

Food Technology 
Hospitality 

Japanese Japanese Japanese 
French French French 
Graphics Graphics Graphics 
Computing 
Information Management 

Computing 
Information  Management 

Applied Computing 
 

Mathematics   101 
Mathematics   102  
Mathematics   103* 

Mathematics  201 
Mathematics  202 
 

Calculus 
Statistics & Modelling 
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Music Music Music 
Physical Education  
Practical PE 

Physical Education 
Outdoor Education 
Sports Studies 
Practical PE 

Physical Education 
Outdoor Education 
Sports Studies 

Science 101 
Science  102* 

Biology 
Chemistry 
Physics 

Biology 
Chemistry 
Physics 

Geography Geography Geography 
History History History 
Te Reo  Maori Te Reo Maori Te Reo Maori 
Technology 
 

Technology 
Pathways to Engineering 
Pathways to Building 

Technology 
Pathways to Building 

Technology -  Soft Materials Technology -  Soft Materials Technology -  Soft Materials 
Transition  Transition 

Retail 
Tourism 

Transition 
Retail 
Gateway 
Tourism 

Visual Art Visual Art 
Photography 

Painting  
Photography 

  Art History 
*  These subjects do not allow progression to the next level. 


